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General Guidelines 

 

All submissions and editorial correspondence should be sent to hope@econ.duke.edu. 

 

History of Political Economy uses a single-blind refereeing process. Please include your 

name and affiliation (if you have one) on the first page of your paper.  

 

Papers should be written or typed for submission as a Word document. Please do not use 

software designed for mathematical word processing (e.g., LaTeX or Scientific 

WorkPlace); if you do, and your paper is accepted for publication, you will be asked to 

submit the final version of the paper in Word. Papers should be double-spaced, use a 

conventional 12-point type such as New Times Roman, and have one-inch margins all 

around.  

 

Please submit your paper as a Word document (not a pdf) by e-mail to 

hope@econ.duke.edu. Include a message that announces the title of the paper, identifies 

it as a submission, and briefly describes its content. 

 

Please indicate the beginnings of new paragraph by indenting the first line five spaces (to 

indent, use the tab key rather than the space bar); do not indicate the beginnings of new 

paragraphs with a line break. 

 

Only original, unpublished papers will be considered. Please do not simultaneously offer 

your paper to another publication.  

 

Authors are expected to submit illustrations for accepted articles in camera-ready form 

(see “Illustrations” below). Digital photographs or scanned images should set to 300 dpi 

and 4.25 inches wide minimum and should be submitted either as TIFF files or a high-

resolution JPEGs. Do not submit BMP, GIF, PNG, PICT, or PDF digital art files. 

Original charts, graphs, and diagrams should be submitted as EPS or PDF files; whether 

you submit EPS or PDF, please also include the original source file as well (e.g., if your 

chart was created in Excel, include the Excel file too).   

 

Authors are expected to sign a publication agreement as a precondition of publication. 

Please retain a copy of the publication agreement for your records, as it explains what 

your rights are as the author of the paper, including republication rights. 

 

When preparing your manuscript for final submission, refer to the sixteenth edition of 

The Chicago Manual of Style for matters of style. If you do not have access to the 
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Chicago Manual, refer to a current issue of HOPE. 

 

 

 

Word Limits 

 

Although HOPE does not officially impose a word limit on papers, there is a strong 

preference for papers that are under 12,000 words (including footnotes and reference 

lists). Papers that exceed 12,000 words will be subject to a particularly high bar when it 

comes to the review process, and in any event, the editor may ask an author to shorten a 

paper before it is sent to referees.  

 

 

Copyright and Permissions Issues 

 

The fair use clause (sec. 107) of US copyright law permits quotations from copyrighted 

work for scholarly or research purposes, considering the following factors as stated by 

US law: 

 

(1) the purpose and character of the use, including whether such use is of a 

commercial nature or is for nonprofit educational purposes; 

(2) the nature of the copyrighted work; 

(3) the amount and substantiality of the portion used in relation to the copyrighted 

work as a whole; and  

(4) the effect of the use upon the potential market for or value of the copyrighted 

work. 

 

The above applies to published as well as unpublished work. It applies only to those 

works that were published or originated in the United States. Works that were published 

or originated in other countries are subject to the copyright laws of those countries. 

 

Authors should be mindful of the fair use clause and (1) use only as much quoted 

material as necessary and (2) analyze, comment on, or make a point with the quoted 

passage, rather than simply reproducing it for its own sake.  

 

On a related but separate matter, if you have quoted from unpublished documents in 

archival collections, please make sure that those are not subject to restrictions. The fair 

use clause notwithstanding, some collections may require you to obtain express written 

permission from the copyright holder (who may be someone or some organization other 

than the repository housing the materials) to quote from them, or they may prohibit 

quotations until after some future date. 

 

 

Illustrations 
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HOPE articles typically contain text only. That is not to say, however, that illustrations 

(photographs, line drawings, maps, charts, etc.) are not welcome. Sometimes a point can 

be most effectively made only by means of an illustration—or sometimes the illustration 

rounds out a point and provides information that the text, by itself, cannot.  

 

HOPE authors often want to reproduce an image, graph, line drawing, etc., that appears 

in an existing publication, document, or archive. Be advised that reproducing such items 

may be in violation of copyright. If the item (the image, graph, etc.) is still under 

copyright, the author must either obtain permission from the copyright holder to 

reproduce the item or make a convincing argument that reproducing the item is fair use. 

For a definition of fair use, please see “Copyright and Permissions Issues,” above. 

 

Photographs, line drawings, graphs, etc. that appear in an existing publication, document, 

or archive must be scanned at a resolution of at least 300 dpi (dots per inch) and at least 

4.25 inches (10.8 centimeters) wide and submitted in a TIFF or as a high-quality JPEG 

file. (Note: In order to produce a scan that is at least 4.25 inches wide, you may need to 

scan the original at 600 dpi or larger, or at 200 or 300 percent or larger.) Each scanned 

illustration should be submitted in a separate file. 

 

Authors should generally omit accompanying captions and figure numbers when 

scanning an image: scan only the image itself. A caption should be devised that identifies 

the figure and its source and, if necessary, explains how to read or interpret it. If the 

content of the original caption is necessary to include, please include it in the caption that 

is devised for the figure. The caption should appear at the end of the paper, clearly 

identified as the caption for the figure.  

 

Do not submit images from the Internet. Even if they look fine on your computer screen, 

the quality is usually too low for print publication. 

 

If you are submitting your own original charts, graphs, diagrams, or maps, please submit 

those as EPS or PDF files, and always submit the original source file as well. For 

instance, if you have created a chart in Excel, you will submit two files: (1) the chart 

saved as an EPS or PDF file; and (2) the original Excel file.  

 

All illustrations will be printed in HOPE in grayscale. Thus, illustrations that rely on 

color to make their points should not be used. 

 

Please contact the managing editor for questions about preparing illustrations for HOPE. 

 

For more information and guidelines on illustrations, including examples, please consult 

chapter 3 of the Chicago Manual of Style (16th edition) and the Duke University Press Art 

Preparation and Submission Guidelines for Journals Authors. 

 

Keep in mind that illustrations take up space; a full-page illustration in HOPE is the 

equivalent of about 400 words of text. In preparing your paper for submission, you may 

have to eliminate text in order to make room for illustrations. 

https://www.dukeupress.edu/Assets/Downloads/Journals_Art_Guidelines.pdf
https://www.dukeupress.edu/Assets/Downloads/Journals_Art_Guidelines.pdf
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Tables 

 

Tables should be editable and so should not, for instance, be pasted into a Word file as a 

picture. 

 

Tables should conform to professional standards. They should therefore contain a 

minimum of horizontal rules and no vertical rules or grids and no shading. 

 

For more information and guidelines on tables, including examples, please consult 

chapter 3 of the Chicago Manual of Style (16th edition). 

 

 

 

The Refereeing Process 

 

Papers submitted for publication are typically sent to two referees, although the 

refereeing process is completely at the discretion of the editor. The response times of 

referees can vary greatly: most referees respond in two to three months, but it is not 

uncommon for the refereeing process to take longer. We ask that you give the refereeing 

process at least three months before you inquire about the status of your paper.  

 

The refereeing process is not intended as a de facto workshop in which an author can 

receive guidance in revising his or her paper up to publishable standards. Submitted 

papers should therefore be in an advanced stage of composition.  

 

 

 

Submitting Revised Papers 

 

Papers that are invited to be revised may be subject to further refereeing. Please include 

with your revised paper a letter in which you explain how you took the referees’ and 

editor’s comments and suggestions into account or why you disregarded them as the case 

may be. The letter does not need to be excessively detailed; sufficient would be “As 

referee #1 suggested, I expanded section 2 to include a brief discussion of Wicksell’s 

education and cited Rogers 1945” or “At the suggestion of referee #2, I hopefully 

clarified my thesis—see the statement that begins ‘In this paper I argue that’ on p. 2.” But 

to expedite the editorial process, it is essential that you explain how you revised your 

paper based on the referee reports. 

 

 

 

The Publication Process 
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The time between acceptance of a paper and its appearance in print may be a year or 

more. You will be told at the time your paper is accepted in which issue it will likely 

appear. 

 

Around nine months before the paper is to appear in print, it will be copyedited for house 

style and consistency; unclear passages will be queried, minor revisions for clarity, 

accuracy, and the like will be made, references will be checked, and section heads, tables, 

and so forth will be coded. All copyediting is done in Microsoft Word using the “Track 

Changes” function. Once the copyediting has been completed, authors will be emailed a 

pdf file of their copyedited paper for review. They will have approximately ten days to 

review the copyedited paper and send in any changes and answers to author queries.  

 

Two or three months later, each author will be emailed a pdf file of the page proofs of 

his/her article and will be asked to proofread the pages. At this point, only corrections for 

grammatical, factual, typographical, and spelling errors will be permitted. Authors will 

have around ten days to proofread their pages and send in any corrections. The pages will 

also be proofread by Duke University Press. 

 

Finally, six months or so later, the article will appear in print. Each author will be mailed 

copies of the issue of the journal in which his/her article appears.  

 

 

 

Republishing Your Paper and Posting It on the Web 

 

Authors should consult their signed publication agreement for information on 

republishing their papers, posting them on websites, and the like. For permissions 

requests, please email the Rights and Permissions Manager at 

permissions@dukeupress.edu. 

 

 


